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CLAIMS 

1. An electronic device comprising: 
a digital camera; 

5 a user input device; 

memory means storing computer program instructions; and 
a processor operable under the control of the computer program instructions to 
provide separately a database application and a camera control application, wherein the 
database application is arranged to enable a user to access personal data organised as 

10 a plurality of entries in a database, where each of the plurality of entries is associated 
with a different person and has one or more alphanumeric text fields and an image field 
and wherein the camera control application is arranged to enable the user to control the 
device using the user input device to capture an image via the digital camera and to 
present a user selectable option, on capturing an image, for using the captured image as 

15 an image field of an entry of the database. 

2. An electronic device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the camera control application is 
arranged to immediately present a plurality of user-selectable options on capturing an 
image including an option for using the captured image as an image field of an entry of 

20 the database. 

3. An electronic device as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the camera control 
application is arranged to transfer the captured image from storage in a first memory to 
permanent storage in the database. 

25 

4. An electronic device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the camera control 
application is arranged to control the creation of a new entry in the database. 

5. An electronic device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the camera control 
30 application is arranged to control the amendment of an existing entry in the database. 

6. An electronic device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the user input device 
enables a user to selectively use either the database application or the camera control 
application. 
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7. An electronic device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the user input device 
is the keypad of a mobile telephone. 

5 8. An electronic device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the database 
application functions as at least a telephone book. 

9. An electronic device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein each one of the 
plurality of database entries has at least one alphanumeric text field for storing a 
10 telephone number. 

10.. An electronic device as claimed in claim 9, operating as a telephone, further 
comprising a display, wherein the processor is responsive to an incoming call to display 
an image from the image field of a database entry that has an alphanumeric text field 
15 corresponding to the telephone number originating the incoming call. 

1 1 . An electronic device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein an entry of the 
database can be selected by a user by scrolling the image fields of the database. 

20 12. An electronic device as claimed in claim 2, wherein the processor is operable under 
the control of computer program instructions to provide an image viewing application, 
wherein selection of a first one of the plurality of user selectable options, makes the 
captured image accessible, via the database application, as an image field of a database 
entry and wherein selection of a second one of the plurality of user selectable options 

25 makes the captured image available via the image viewing application. 

13. An electronic device as claimed in any preceding claim further comprising a 
temporary memory for temporarily storing a captured image. 

30 14. An electronic device as claimed in claim 13, wherein the processor is operable under 
the control of computer program instructions to provide an image viewing application, 
and the camera control application is arranged to transfer the captured image from 
temporary storage in the temporary memory to permanent storage accessible by the 
viewing application. 
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15. A method of modifying a database that organises personal data as a plurality of 
entries where each of the plurality of entries is associated with a different person and 

5 has one or more alphanumeric text fields and an image field, comprising: 

providing a first application that captures an image and enables a user to assign the 

captured image to an image field of a first database entry ; and 

providing a second application for accessing the first database entry to display the 

image. 

10 

16. A method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the first application, on capturing an 
image, immediately enables a user to assign the captured image to an image field of a 
database entry. 

15 17. A method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the first application immediately present a 
plurality of alternative user-selectable options on capturing an image including an option 
for assigning the captured image to an image field of a database entry. 

18. An electronic device comprising: 
20 message reception means; 
a user input device; 

memory means storing computer program instructions; and 

a processor operable under the control of the computer program instructions to 

provide separately a database application and a messaging application, wherein the 

25 database application is arranged to enable a user to access personal data organised as 
a plurality of entries in a database, where each of the plurality of entries is associated 
with a different person and has one or more alphanumeric text fields and an image field 
and wherein the messaging application is arranged to display a received message 
including an image and to present a user selectable option for using the image as an 

30 image field of an entry of the database. 

18. A method of modifying a database that organises personal data as a plurality of 
entries where each of the plurality of entries is associated with a different person and 
has one or more alphanumeric text fields and an image field, comprising: 
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providing a first application that receives an image in an incoming message and enables 
a user to assign the received image to an image field of a first database entry ; and 
providing a second application for accessing the first database entry to display the 
image. 



